
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2904 April 27, 2017 
But let’s be frank. This is not a sur-

prise when Donald Trump descended 
the gold escalator and announced his 
candidacy for President. Almost the 
first words out of his mouth were Mexi-
cans are rapists, murderers, drug deal-
ers, and immigration is turning Amer-
ica into a war zone. 

When he was a Senator from Ala-
bama, the Attorney General made a ca-
reer of associating immigrants with 
crime and doing his best to defeat re-
forms that would strengthen legal im-
migration and reduce illegal immigra-
tion. Deportation, criminalization, and 
restricting legal immigration were the 
bedrock of this Attorney General’s ap-
proach when he was a U.S. Senator. 

Our legal immigration system al-
ready works fine according to both 
Senator and Attorney General Ses-
sions, no matter that some people who 
are receiving their visas today applied 
for them when Bill Clinton was Presi-
dent and that those applying for visas 
today will probably get them when 
Chelsea Clinton is President of the 
United States. 

Mr. Speaker, when your constituents 
say, ‘‘Hey, why don’t those immigrants 
come here legally?’’ or, ‘‘Why don’t 
they just go back and come back le-
gally?’’ the answer is clear: as a Sen-
ator, our Attorney General made sure 
that that was impossible. 

Next week, millions of Americans 
will take to the streets to demonstrate 
against mass deportation, the border 
wall, prison beds, and drive-by deporta-
tions. But it is not because we are soft 
on crime or love immigrants more than 
the people who were born here. No. We 
have a different vision of what the 
United States is and should always be. 

We are not an incarceration nation, a 
nation hostile to other countries and 
their people. We are a great nation, a 
nation that, in her greatness, is a bea-
con of hope to refugees, a land of op-
portunity for entrepreneurs, and a de-
mocracy with separate branches of gov-
ernment that act as effective checks 
and balances on unlimited power. 

The American people are sensible, 
fair, and pragmatic, and are correct 
when they reject the idea that a wall 
makes sense in the 21st century as the 
centerpiece of our immigration policy. 
We are not persuaded by the poetry of 
the Attorney General when he stands 
at the border and says: ‘‘It is here, on 
this sliver of land, where we first take 
our stand against this filth.’’ No, we 
think of another, better poem, the one 
at the Statue of Liberty, the lady with 
her torch in the harbor, who shares our 
deeply held values as Americans and 
says every day to the entire world at 
that harbor: ‘‘Give me your tired, your 
poor, your huddled masses yearning to 
breathe free.’’ 
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CONGRESS SHOULD VOTE ON CON-
TINUING POLICY IN AFGHANI-
STAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, last week 
was another reminder of the chaos in 
Afghanistan. Tragically, 200 Afghan 
soldiers were killed by the Taliban; 
but, unfortunately, that is no surprise. 

After 16 years in Afghanistan, abso-
lutely nothing has changed. If any-
thing, it has gotten worse. The Amer-
ican taxpayer, United States military, 
and the marines in my district are 
frustrated with the 16 years of contin-
ued chaos. That is why Mr. GARAMENDI 
and I have introduced H.R. 1666 and 
have been joined by seven of our col-
leagues. Our bill asks that Congress be 
able to debate and vote on whether we 
should or should not continue our cur-
rent policy in Afghanistan. 

Mr. Speaker, I bring this poster on 
the floor as a reminder. Let me say to 
you today and my fellow colleagues 
that we have spent over 800 billion tax-
payer dollars, over 2,200 American serv-
icemembers have died, and over 20,000 
of our troops have been severely 
wounded. The waste, fraud, and abuse 
is just as bad, if not worse, today than 
at the very beginning of 2002. 

Now, some 300 additional marines, 
mainly from Camp Lejeune in my dis-
trict, have been deployed to Afghani-
stan this spring, and we have had no 
discussion of that on the floor of the 
House. Mr. Speaker, I am calling on 
PAUL RYAN as Speaker of the House to 
permit a new debate on our future in-
volvement in Afghanistan and whether 
or not our young men and women 
should be sent to war, as there are 
more than 300 Members of the House of 
Representatives that were not here in 
2001 that have never had a debate or a 
vote on Afghanistan and the policy of 
Afghanistan. 

It is time that the Congress interject 
itself. It is our constitutional responsi-
bility to send our young men and 
women to die for this country, and yet 
we do not ever have a debate. That is 
why the bill that Mr. GARAMENDI and I 
have put in, H.R. 1666, will simply say 
that the House will have a debate on 
whether we should or should not be in 
Afghanistan. 

Mr. Speaker, I don’t know why that 
is asking too much because it is our 
constitutional duty. Nothing that we 
vote on in this House of Representa-
tives is as sacred as sending a young 
man or woman to die for this country. 

b 1030 
I have sent a letter to PAUL RYAN as 

recently as yesterday asking him to 
please give us the ability that we have 
taken the oath to debate war. And the 
Speaker of the House can order the 
committees of jurisdiction to send an 
authorization of military force to the 
floor of the House for debate. 

Mr. Speaker, for all of our men and 
women in uniform, all of the families 
of our men and women in uniform who 
have died for this country, please, Con-
gress, let’s join together, Republican 
and Democrat, and let’s debate the fu-
ture of Afghanistan. 

CONGRATULATING RABBI ELYSE 
FRISHMAN ON HER RETIREMENT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. GOTTHEIMER) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to thank my friend and spir-
itual mentor, Rabbi Elyse Frishman, 
for her 22 years of exceptional service 
to Barnert Temple in Franklin Lakes, 
New Jersey. 

After decades of service to the Jewish 
community, Rabbi Frishman will be re-
tiring this June. Personally, I am very 
lucky to call Rabbi Frishman my 
rabbi. 

In addition to leading our congrega-
tion, she is the editor of the reform 
prayer book ‘‘Mishkan Tefilah,’’ and a 
national leader in worship and con-
gregational engagement. 

Rabbi Frishman has stood as a model 
citizen and faith leader, going the 
extra mile to bring together the com-
munity in times of anxiety and fear. 

She was recently featured by The 
Bergen Record for her work to unite 
the interfaith communities in a com-
mon mission, forming dialogues, under-
standing, and building friendships 
where they didn’t exist before. 

In doing so, she has long set an exam-
ple for the families of our congrega-
tion. As a parent, I am glad my chil-
dren are growing up knowing and being 
led and educated by her in our faith 
community. 

Rabbi Frishman deserves to be held 
up as a model for public service. And 
though our congregation and I will 
miss her deeply, I congratulate her on 
her retirement, and I hope everyone en-
joys the evening celebrating her years 
of service to us. America and our com-
munity has been very lucky to have 
Rabbi Elyse Frishman. 

Thank you, Rabbi Frishman. 
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HONORING CAPTAIN JOSHUA TODD 
BYERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Nevada (Mr. AMODEI) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. AMODEI. Mr. Speaker, today I 
would like to honor Captain Joshua 
Byers, a fallen soldier, son, husband, 
brother, and friend. 

In Sparks, Nevada, Captain Byers 
lives on as a legacy. His kind heart, pa-
triotic soul, and strong ideals of serv-
ant leadership have left a strong and 
lasting impact on everyone who knew 
him. 

Captain Byers attended Edward C. 
Reed High School in Sparks, the home 
of the Raiders. Although not originally 
from Sparks, Captain Byers moved 
with his mother, father, and two 
younger brothers to chase a dream and 
God’s calling in Nevada. 

While at Reed High School, he joined 
the Naval Junior ROTC program and 
various other clubs, all while maintain-
ing excellent grades. 

When he reached his senior year, he 
was student body president, the bat-
talion commander of the Junior ROTC 
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